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The first to recognise the complementary shapes of Africa and South America and to 22 suggest that these continents were once joined together was Dutch scientist Ortelius in 23 1596. He the Atlantic into Brazil and Argentina, and then summarized these findings in his book 44
Our Wandering Continents (1937) (Fig. 1) . By the early 1960s, advances in 45 palaeomagnetism and the discovery of apparent polar wander paths finally helped to 46 Differences in the way that geological concepts are used by different geoscientists 97 and on either side of the South Atlantic warrant some discussion. West Gondwana, for 98 example, can be subdivided into cratons, shields, and orogenic or mobile belts (Fig. 2) Between about 520 and 500 Ma, extensive exhumation and erosion led to 273 regional peneplanation, especially across Africa, followed by widespread deposition of 274 siliciclastic sequences such as the Table Mountain Group of 
